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Chapter 18.80 | COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS  

18.80.080  Additional standards and provisions for C zoning districts. 

J.    Mixed-Use Structure. 

1. Purpose. Mixed-use structures allow for placement of a mix of commercial and residential uses in a single 
building. Mixed-use structures are intended to allow for efficient use of land and public services in an urban 
setting; encourage convenient access between employment, services and residential opportunities; and 
increase development alternatives. 

2. A mixed-use structure shall contain at least two complementary, integrated, or mutually supporting uses (such 
as offices, retail, professional services, food and beverage, entertainment, public service and residential). 
(Except as allowed in subsection (J)(3)(a)(i) and (ii) of this section.) 

3. New mixed-use structures shall have the following standards: 
a. Residential units must be located above allowed commercial uses (residences may not be located at 

street/ground level or below). However, uses accessory to the residential, such as lobby, fitness 
center, storage, community room and other accepted uses, may be located on the first floor (street 
level), and shall generally be located behind the street level commercial uses. Number of residential 
units shall be limited by the mixed-use structure’s required development standards (lot coverage, 
height, parking and setbacks) for the underlying zoning district. 
i. Within the C-1 ( zoning district, but outside of the shopfront overlay), C-2, C-3, and C-4 zoning 

districts, residential units may be allowed on the first floor; provided, that the first floor shall be 
constructed to commercial building and fire code standards and parking required at the applicable 
commercial ratio, to accommodate flexibility of use as both residential or commercial, as the 
market supports. 

ii. For corner lots in the C-1 zoning district (but outside of the shopfront overlay), thirty percent of 
the street level ground floor gross square footage shall be occupied by uses set forth in Table 
18.80.030, Commercial Zoning Districts Use Table. 

b. A minimum of fifty percent of the street level ground floor gross square footage shall be occupied by 
uses set forth in Table 18.80.030, Commercial Zoning Districts Use Table, or as allowed by this 
subsection(J)(3)(a)(i) and (ii), and oriented to the primary street. Any underbuilding parking located 
on the street level floor shall be provided at the commercial parking standards and shall have an 
intervening permitted use between the street and the parking. 

c. The mixed-use building shall be designed to look and function as an integrated development and 
encourage pedestrian travel between uses and adjacent buildings. 

d. Buildings should be located adjacent to the primary street or immediately behind a public or semi-
public space, such as a forecourt, plaza, or an outdoor seating area. 

e. Commercial uses located on the ground floor shall have a prominent entrance facing the primary 
street, provide use and activity presence along the street frontage, and be designed to clearly define 
it as commercial space. 

f. Compatibility with the height, massing, setback and design character of surrounding uses shall be 
considered in mixed-use structure design. 

g. At least one outdoor activity feature shall be provided for the mixed-use building, including but not 
limited to courtyards, delineated gathering spaces, or seating areas. These areas must be paved and 
landscaped. 

NOTE: Not all provisions of a specific section are presented below; only the pertinent sections proposed to be amended are identified. 
For full context, please refer to the complete section in the Poulsbo Municipal Code: https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Poulsbo/.  
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h. Private or shared open space shall be provided for each of the residential units, such as a private 
outdoor balcony or rooftop deck, and shall be provided at a minimum of thirty-eight square feet per 
unit. 

i. On-site pedestrian circulation that links the public street and the primary entrance to the structure or 
residential units shall be provided. When the pedestrian circulation crosses driveways, parking areas 
and loading areas, it must be clearly identifiable through use of different paving materials. 

j. Existing residential units in a mixed-use structure in the C zones may continue without meeting the 
standards above. 

4. It is recommended that acknowledgement be included in lease or purchase/sale agreements for residential 
units in mixed-use structures, and address that residents will reside within commercial structures, where 
quiet enjoyment may not be guaranteed due to the nature of business, dining/entertainment or special event 
activity within the commercial zoning districts. 


