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Poulsbo City Council Appoints Dr. Leighton Thomas to Position 7 Vacancy

Following the retirement of Councilmember Gary McVey, the Poulsbo City Council
initiated a recruitment process to fill the vacancy through the general election
certification in November 2027. Four applicants vied for the appoint: Ryan Engdahl who
currently serves as a part-time administrative assistant and bookkeeper for the Historic
Downtown Poulsbo Association, TL Frasqueri-Molina who owns Luz Technical & Creative
Professional Services, Dan Weedin who is a business consultant and golf coach for
North Kitsap, and Dr. Leighton Thomas who is an education consultant and ran for
North Kitsap School Board director in 2025.

The City Council expressed their gratitude for having interest from four individuals who
have either been involved in the community for many years or are just embarking on
their civic involvement and encouraged everyone to remain engaged with the
community in a meaningful way.

The interviews occurred over the course of three hours in Council Chambers and
following an executive session in which Council reviewed the qualifications of each
candidate, they reached a unanimous decision for the appointment of Dr. Thomas
effective July 8, 2026.

When asked why she was interested in serving as a Poulsbo City Councilmember, Dr.
Thomas shared it was because she feels called to public service and believes that local
government has an indispensable impact on people’s daily lives. As a working mother of
two elementary-aged children, Leighton noted that she represents a demographic that
is historically underrepresented in government.

In Leighton’s various roles in education, government, and consulting, her work has
consistently focused on bridging policy to implementation, bringing stakeholders
together around shared goals, and making thoughtful decisions that balance immediate
needs with long-term sustainability.
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As Dr. Thomas shared about her vision for the community, it is one where Poulsbo has a
strong local economy that supports a high quality of life for current and future
generations, growth is thoughtfully managed to preserve Poulsbo’s unique character
while continuing to establish itself as an inclusive community that puts people at the
center of policy.

Mayor Ed Stern will perform the swearing in of the new councilmember prior to the City
Council’'s workshop on July 8th which begins at 5 pm.
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