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WELCOME +
START HERE
Poulsbo is a great place to start, grow, and invest in a business. Our local
businesses are an important part of what makes Poulsbo a vibrant place to live,
work, shop, and visit.

The City's Planning & Economic Development Department is here to help you
understand the City's requirements, navigate the permitting process, and
connect with resources that can help your business succeed.

Velkommen til Poulsbo! 

Found the perfect location?

Talk to us before you sign a lease or purchase property.  A location that worked
for one business may not necessarily work for another. Zoning, parking, building
requirements, utilities, and the previous use of a space can all affect what is
required to open your business. A quick conversation with City staff early in the
process can help identify potential requirements before you make a major
investment.

Not sure where to start? Start with us.
Planning & Economic Development
360-394-9748, plan&econ@cityofpoulsbo.com



BEFORE
YOU OPEN
Every business is different. Your location, type of business, building improvements,
signage, and site changes determine which permits and approvals may apply.

What Will My Business Need?

You don't need to figure out the City's codes on your own. Contact PED and tell us what
you're proposing, we'll help identify the next steps.

Not sure what applies? That's normal.

Zoning Map Applications/
Handouts

Municipal
Code



YOUR OPENING
CHECKLIST Your Poulsbo Business Checklist

KEEP THIS PAGE!
Use this checklist as
a starting point. Not
every item applies to
every business.

When in doubt, ask.
We're happy to help.



SANDWICH
BOARD SIGNS

A simple way to let people
know you're open.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Sandwich boards displayed more than
14 days in a calendar year require City registration. There is no
registration fee. A current Poulsbo business license number is
required.



LICENSES, TAXES +
CITY SERVICES

BUSINESS LICENSE
Businesses operating in Poulsbo generally need an endorsed City of Poulsbo
business license, issued through Washington State's Business Licensing Service.

Getting Down to Business

CITY B&O TAX
Poulsbo has a local Business & Occupation (B&O) tax. This is separate from
Washington State's B&O tax. Requirements, thresholds, forms, deadlines, and
filing information can change, so visit the City's B&O Tax webpage for current
information.

https://poulsbo.gov/licensing/

https://poulsbo.gov/b-and-o-tax/

https://poulsbo.gov/licensing/
https://poulsbo.gov/b-and-o-tax/


WHO DO 
I CALL?

ONE CALL IS ENOUGH TO START. 
You don't need to know which department
you need before contacting the City.
Start with Planning & Economic
Development: 360-394-9748



RESOURCES FOR
YOUR BUSINESS

You Don't Have
to Do It Alone

Poulsbo businesses have access to local and regional organizations that can help
with planning, financing, workforce needs, networking, promotion, and growth.



WHY POULSBO?

Poulsbo serves as a commercial, employment, residential, and visitor center for
North Kitsap and the greater West Sound. Its location provides access to the
Kitsap Peninsula, Olympic Peninsula, and the greater Puget Sound region.

The City's adopted Economic Development Element specifically describes
Poulsbo as North Kitsap's commercial, employment and residential center and
emphasizes the relationship between economic vitality, quality of life, and
Poulsbo's identity. 

A Great Place to Do BusinessA Great Place to Do Business



GET
CONNECTED
Opening a business is about more than permits and licenses. It's also about
becoming part of a community.

You're Part of Poulsbo Now.

Velkommen to Poulsbo.Velkommen to Poulsbo.
We're glad you're here.We're glad you're here.
Velkommen to Poulsbo.Velkommen to Poulsbo.
We're glad you're here.We're glad you're here.

Questions? Start with us.
Planning & Economic Development

360-394-9748, plan&econ@cityofpoulsbo.com

Calendar of Community Events: 
https://poulsbo.gov/community-events-calendar/
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